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He who compiled the ancient legendary,
And tales of paladins, saith Gaiumart
Invented crown and throne, and was a Shah.

He had a son

Named Siyamak, ambitious like his sire,
A youth well favoured, skilled, and fortunate,
His father’s Life, ...

Thus time passed onward and the kingdom prospered,
For Gaiumart had not an enemy
Except, in secret, wicked Ahriman.
He had a son too, like a savage wolf
Grown fearless, and a host of warriors.
The son assembled these and sought his sire,
Resolved to win the great Shah’s throne and crown,
Whose fortune joined with that of Siyamak
Made the world black to him. ...
And went to fight. When host met host
... That horrible Black Div
Clutched at, bent down that prince of lofty stature
And rent him open. ...

When Gaiumart heard this the world turned black
To him. ...
The blesséd Siyamak had left a son,
His grandsire’s minister, a prince by name

Hushang — a name implying sense and wisdom.
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Hushang, a just and prudent sovereign,
Assumed his grandsire’s crown. ...

He said: ... My word is law,

I practise bounteousness and equity;

So hath God willed.”

One day he reached a mountain with his men
And saw afar a long swift dusky form

... Hushang the wary seized

A stone, advanced and hurled it royally.

The world-consuming worm escaped, the stone
Struck on a larger, and they both were shivered.
Sparks issued and the centres flashed. The fire
Came from its stony hiding-place again.

That night he made a mighty blaze, he stood
Around it with his men and held the feast
Called Sada; that bright festival remaineth
As his memorial, and may earth see
More royal benefactors like to him.

Then passing took naught with him but repute.
And when a better life was his elsewhere

He left the throne of greatness to his heir.

The time that fortune gave him did not last

For long, Hushang, the wise and prudent, passed.
Hushang possessed a wise and noble son

Hight Tahmiiras — the Binder of the Div-
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Who took the throne and girt his loins to rule.
He had a famed and honest minister
... An upright man who took
No step unless toward justice. ...
Bound Ahriman with spells and rode him horsewise
At whiles around the world. Thereat the divs
Rebelled. ...
. When Tahmuras was ware
He was enraged and spoiled their trafficking,
For of the foe he bound the most by spells
And quelled the others with his massive mace.
The captives bound and stricken begged their lives
“Destroy us not,”’ they said, “‘and we will teach thee
A new and fruitful art.”
. When they were released
They had to serve him, lit his mind with knowledge
And taught him how to write. ...
... How many better arts
Explored he in a reign of thirty years,
Yet passed away! His time of life was spent
And all his toils became his monument.
Jamshid, the mighty son of Tahmuras,
Full of his father’s maxims, girt himself,
Succeeded to his glorious father’s throne,
And wore in kingly wise the crown of gold.
“Mine is the Grace,” he said, ‘I am both king

And archimage. ...”

26






’/"/L'J"/‘/:/:/f[/}

L i'u,?n//n?i

c}l’/cf'/){’k.:f‘)j{f
/

& b sy

— .’r{. ('14/-/ - {-’/

SRS
3,75 L./"J);'Juj 07
u/; ub/y-/ A
NI
ity S
il rgr el

,u/) i P
e

Y
UL oY

i A
J?//f Ll ek

)1‘,-?,: ’{;{d 1,

’/_';/,/&L‘:/_"Jt:'/}
S
u,—//f,(;,uwf
é,@‘duu,,,tu/,
oo i i
Y
,/{)L////:/P/’)
1P gjib/.!fo/
,’/ﬁf Sy /fa
uL/A/yu-/?Luu
s J’/)//g‘l

ﬁ/!’-_'/éj"//:-/{f
w'—“/w/{/i/w?

AVJh ¥ I A ),&/K

Y

(..5‘;;’ [ aly /‘/L{’
w2 o Fglanly



He first wrought arms and oped for warriors
The door of fame. His Grace made iron yield;
He fashioned it to helmets, hauberks, breastplates.
And coats of armour both for man and horse.
His ardent mind achieved the work and made
Good store in fifty years. Another fifty
He spent on raiment fit for fight or feast.

He taught to spin and weave, ... he founded castes
For every craft; it took him fifty years.,
Distinguishing one caste as sacerdotal

To be employed in sacred offices,

He separated it from other folk

And made its place of service on the mountains,
Arrayed for battle on the other hand

Were those who formed the military caste;
They were the lion-men inured to war—

The Lights of armies and of provinces.

The third caste was the agricultural,

All independent tillers of the soil,

The sowers and the reapers — men whom none
Upbraideth when they eat. ...

The fourth caste was the artizans.They live

By doing handiwork — a turbulent crew,

Who being always busied with their craft

Are given much to thought. ...
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... Each man learnt his place and others’ too.
He bade the foul divs temper earth with water
They laid foundations first with stones and lime,
Then raised thereon by rules of art such’ structures
As hot baths, lofty halls, and sanctuaries.

He searched among the rocks for stones whose lustre
Attracted him and came on many a jewel.

He introduced the scents that men enjoy,

Next leechcraft and the healing of the sick,

The means of health, the course of maladies.

He crossed the sea in ships. ...

... These works achieved, Jamshid ambitioned
Rank loftier still, and by his royal Grace

Made him a throne, with what a wealth of gems
Inlaid! which when he willed the divs took up
And bare from earth to heaven. There the Shah,
Whose word was law, sat sunlike in mid air.
The world assembled round his throne in wonder
At his resplendent fortune, while on him

The people scattered jewels, and bestowed

Upon the day the name of New Year’s Day,
When limbs repose from labour. ...

And ever since that time that glorious day

Remaineth the memorial of that Shah.
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And thus till many years had come and gone
Men saw but goodness in their king, the earth
Served him, he reigned — a monarch with the Grace.
One day contemplating the throne of power
He deemed that he was peerless. He knew God,
But acted frowardly and turned aside
In his ingratitude. He summoned all
The chiefs, ... and said: ‘“The world is mine,
... I have decked the world with excellence
And fashioned earth according to my will.
.. Who saith
That there is any great king save myself?
... Ye owe me sense and life:
They who adore me not are Ahrimans.
So now that ye perceive what I have done
All hail me as the Maker of the world.”
... God's grace departed from him,
The world was filled with din. ...
... Great fears oppress
The heart that is devoid of thankfulness.
Day darkened to Jamshid, he lost the Grace
That lighteneth the world. ...
One of the desert spear-armed Bedouins
Just, highborn, generous, and hight Mardas.
... He had a son
Whom much he loved — Zahhak, a gallant prince,
But hasty. People called him Biwarasp.

Ten thousand is ‘“‘biwar> in ancient Persian.
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One day Iblis approached him as a friend
And led his wits astray. The youth gave ear
With pleasure and all unsuspectingly.

Iblis then said: ‘‘First promise, then my story,”
The guileless youth swore as Iblis dictated:—
“Thy secret shall be kept, thy bidding done.”
Then said Iblis: “Great prince! shall any rule
Here but thyself? What profiteth a sire
With such a son? Now hearken to my rede:
... Seize on thy sire’s court
And goods. His place will suit thee. ...
Zahhak looked grave; to shed his sire’s blood grieved him.
He said: ‘“Not so, suggest some other course:
This cannot be.”

“Then thou,” Iblis rejoined,
“Art perjured and wilt still be despicable,
Thy father honoured.”

Thus he snared the Arab,
Who asked: “What must I do? I will obey.”
Iblis replied, “Leave me to scheme. Thy head

2

Shall touch the sun. ...
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Now in the palace was a jocund garth,
And thither used Mardds to go at dawn
To bathe him ere he prayed, without a slave
To light him on his way. The wicked Div,
Intent on ill, dug in the garden-path
A deep pit, masked and made it good with boughs.
Ere dawn the Arab chieftain hied him thither
That good man tumbled, broke his back, and died.
Vile and unjust Zahhak thus seized the throne.
When this was said he set about to use,
Most marvellous! another kind of ruse.
Then as a youth well spoken, clean, and clever,
Iblis went to Zahhak with fawning words
“Let me,” he said, “who am a noted cook,
Find favour with the king.”
By appetite
Seduced, Zahhak received and welcomed him,
So that the monarch’s faithful minister
Gave to Iblis the royal kitchen’s key.

Foods then were few, men did not kill to eat
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But lived on vegetals of all earth’s produce;
So evil-doing Ahriman designed
To slaughter animals for food, and served
Both bird and beast. ...
... Zahhak when he had tasted,

In wonder at his cook’s ability,
Said: “Worthy friend! ask thou my recompense.”

He answered: “Live, O king! in wealth and power.
Yet would I ask one boon above my station:
“Tis leave to kiss and lay my face and eyes
Upon thy shoulders,”

Off his guard Zahhdk

Replied: “I grant it; it may do thee grace.”

Iblis received permission, kissed and vanished.
A marvel followed — from the monarch’s shoulders
Grew two black snakes. Distraught he sought a cure
The ablest leeches gave advice in turn
And used their curious arts but all in vain.
At length Iblis himself came hurrying
Dight as a leech. “This was thy destiny,”
He said; ““cut not the snakes but let them live.
Give them men’s brains and gorge them till they sleep.

It is the only means, such food may kill them.”
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Thereafter tumult, combating and strife

Arose throughout Iran, the bright day gloomed
And men renounced Jamshid, who when his Grace
Was darkened turned to folly and perverseness.
Pretenders started up, on every march

The disaffected nobles levied troops

And strove. Some set fortﬁ Jor Arabia,

For they had heard: “There is a monarch there —
An awe-inspiring king of dragon-visage.”

Thus all the discontented cavaliers

Went to Zahhak and offered fealty,

Saluting his as monarch of Iran.

The king of dragon-visage came like wind

And donned the Iranian crown. ...

Zahhak sat on the throne a thousand years
Obeyed by all the world. Through that long time
The customs of the wise were out of vogue,

The lusts of madmen flourished everywhere,

All virtue was despised, black art esteemed,
Right lost to sight, disaster manifest,

While divs accomplished their fell puposes

And no man spake of good unless by stealth.
Two sisters of Jamshi'd, their sex’s crown,

Were brought out trembling like a willow-leaf.
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Of those two ladies visaged like the moon
The names were Shahrinaz and Arnawac:.
Men bore them to the palace of Zahhak
And gave them over to the dragon king,
who educated them in evil ways
And taught them sorcery and necromancy.
Each night two youths of high or lowly birth
Were taken to the palace by the cook,
Who having slaughtered them took out their brains
To feed the snakes and ease the monarch’s anguish.
Now in the realm were two good high-born Persians—
The pious Irma’il and Karma'il
The prescient. Talking of the lawless Shah.
Of his retainers and those hideous meals.
One said: “By cookery we might approach
The Shah, and by our wits devise a scheme
To rescue one from each pair doomed to death.”
They went and learned that art. The clever twain

Became the monarch’s cooks and joyed in secret.

42






J*?I/,:Iutud/:-ﬁ‘/
-'-/ e /
oV Udl,:’;/u.ﬁ//
,,'..L"t,:u/ltd:,/u.tj
v -
/,-{'L/{ot)»d?/’{
‘j"/ N 9‘&.{'/’)%
v tedte .
A,._/’L/’/”dlazbd/
ARy
. Ny
w//"f-/‘fll/"/
a . .
st hes ey
K3 - LY A4 - *
t v d/‘ﬂbﬂ
u’;/d,:’.ﬁ d,"CJU{’/.’
-/‘///,,,..4'/ -
Ao V2V
Ut D el
b s a0t

3 '../
i’/{d"Zu:,///’f‘/

F¥

AL AT
IS it
ﬁt"uv%i;u-i/d“
/u/,é/';i:u ///
- A
OO LO IOl
I)/ ’/u/ UU/

M/!//—// //‘J’/

_,J/L/mub/’f

,/,LLJL/L//

b d SAIIASE
IS I
Juw//;/u’/./,/
u‘;/d/uu,u(/;’
Vs sly £ )il ,/u;/

e s



The time for shedding blood and taking life
Came, and some murderous minions of the Shah
Dragged to the cooks with violence two youths
And flung them prone. The livers of the cooks
Ached, their eves filled with blood. their hearts with wrath,
And each glanced at the other as he thought
Of such an outrage by the Shah. They slew
One of the youths and thought it best to mingle
His precious brains with sheep’s and spare the other,
To whom they said: Make shift to hide thyself..
Approach not any dwelling-place of man.
Thine are the wastes and heights.”

A worthless head
Thus fed the serpents, and in every month
The cooks preserved from slaughter thirty youths,
And when the number reached two hundred saved
Provided them, the donors all unknown.
With sheep and goats, and sent them desertward.
Thus sprang the Kurds, who know no settled home.,
Observe God's dealings with Zahhak when he
Had forty years to live. One longsome night
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He slumbered in the arms of Arnawa:,
And saw a vision of three warriors-
Boughs of the tree of kings. The youngest one,
Who held the middle place, was cypress tall,
In face, in armour, and in mien a king.
He rushed with ox-head mace to fight Zahhak,
... Placed on his neck a yoke,
Dragged him before the crowd in shame and anguish
Toward Mount Damawand.

The tyrant writhed:
Thou wouldst have said: **His liver split with fright,”
He yelled. The palace of the hundred columns
Shook...
While Arnawaz said to him: “Shah! what was it?
Confide in me”
He told them every whit, then said the Fair.—
“Neglect it not but seek a remedy.
Call both the archmages and astrologers —
The wisest of each realm-and tell them all.”
Zahhak brought archimages shrewd of heart
And told to them the dream that pierced his liver.
He said: *‘Expound this dream without delay,
And make my soul a pathway toward the light.”
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They talked together sad at heart,

With parched lips and with sallow countenances:
None dared to speak :

Their fortune was in jeopardy three days,

Upon the fourth the Shah was wroth, exclaiming :-

“Foretell the future or be hung alive.”

... Among them was a man,

Wise, honest, prescient. ...

... He addressed Zahhak :-

“Indulge no vapouring for none is born

Except to die. ...

One will hereafter take thy throne and fling

Thy fortune to the ground. His name is Faridun,

And he will be a royal heaven to earth.

As yet he is not born, thy time of woe

Hath not arrived.” ...
Zahhak heard anxiously,

And swooned upon his throne. ...

The Shah recovered and resumed his seat.

He diligently sought throughout the world

For traces faint or clear of Fari,ddn;

No food, no slumber, or repose took he,

His daylight turned to lapislazulli.

Years passed away, calamity approached

The dragon-king, the blesséd Faridin

Was born, the fashion of the world was changed.

48






o :' ﬁ.
ﬂ R 4NIVLEY,

/'.‘ d,u/./f{”/o,&.‘/
sy - q/‘(fucjub/?
/ Y > »
/5 J uL{U’//:'
A»:",'/d L.”/b//‘—/y/./;
. pied A .
s S eAran
e
3 i'JL 14 d/'!/&'{’g'f
. -
/)/_’Jlf”/’/ﬂ-/{){
M/{UL_'/;’{H&J‘V{J
Z
’{a&/‘/ld,cj;,:,._J/:‘

/’}/d'/;df{;«;/uf

P e
Ve S

/L.){di.y}:t:/,i'
ot /. .
RV S I2LY b//u <

i s

w”
ORI Y0 S
/’-,7-/‘-'}”/%.//./

.2
(T
/'u—/’(ég;/y/:ﬁ
tiut}:’b@%,/

e s
%"’I/fu—/){’.fd)f/
s e, S
/:/;—/cj‘fi’/’)cjf{/’
S e . -
e LAV APV
/{,f.-/,u/u._"/’/
ﬁ,gu;f/'{'tu,/"
e e oA
’:”V/’/’LU{"‘V
/b//)///../dy C”/’{
¥4 :L{ ;//;‘L.L.'//

.. A
S P I I

L2 S v
/‘7/:’-.'—%1';‘{5/&‘/),‘4
,;))b/’ .-:'/:5‘,6:'/{



... As needful as the rain
To earth and fit as knowledge to the mind,
Revolving heaven loved him tenderly.
Then lived the cow Birmaya, chief of kine,
Born with a coat all bright and peacock-hued.
... None had seen or heard
Of such a cow before.
... Faridun became
A source of danger to his sire Abtin,
Who fled for life but to the wrion's toils,
For certain of the followers of Zahhak,
That impious monarch, met Abtin one day.
Seized him and bore him, like a cheetah bound,
Before the Shah, who had him put to death.
When Faridun's wise mother Fardnak,
A glorious dame devoted to her child,
Perceived her husband's evil fate she fled;
And came heart-broken weeping to the field
Wherein the beautiful Birmaya was.
Still shedding drops of blood she bade the hind :-
“Protect this suckling for me.” ...
The hind replied: I will perform thy bidding
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And be as «twere a slave before thy child,”
And that wise guardian like a father fed
The child for three years with Birmaya's milk;
But as Zahhak ne’er wearied of the search,
And as the cow was talked of everywhere,
The mother hasted to the field again
And spake thus to the guardian of her child :-
“A prudent thought-a thought inspired by God-
Hath risen in my heart. What we must do
Is this-there is no remedy, my son
And my dear life are one-I must abandon
This land of sorcerers, ...
... And bear him to Alburz.”
Then like a roe or one who rideth post
She took the young child to that lofty mountain
where dwelt a devotee dead to the world,
To whom she said: “I am, O holy one!
A woeful woman from Iran. Know thou
That this my noble son will be hereafter
The leader of his people. ...
Take thou this child and father him with care.”
The good man took her child and never breathed

One cold breath on him.

When the rumour reached
Zahhak about the cow and field he went,

Like some mad elephant, and slew Birmaya,
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He went next to the home of Faridun,
Searched it, but all in vain, for none was found.
Now Faridun when twice eight years had passed,
Sought out his mother on the plain and said.-
“Disclose thy secret, say who is my father,
What is my lineage?” ...

She said: I will tell all, my noble boy!
Within Iran erewhile lived one Atbin,
Of royal race, discerning mind, wise, brave,
And inoffensive. ...

... Thy sire

And my dear spouse was he; my days were dark
When we were parted. Now Zahhak the warlock
Stretched from Iran his hand against thy life,
But I concealed thee. Oh! what woeful days
I passed while that brave youth — thy father — forfeited
His own sweet life for thee! Now on Zahhak
The warlock’s shoulders grew two snakes which sucked
The life-breath of I’rdn, and thy sire’s brains
Where taken from his head to feed them. ...,,
The prince, enraged thereat, ... replied.: ...

“The lion groweth brave by venturing.
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Mine is to take my scimitar and lay
His palace in the dust; such is Gods will.”
Zakhak had “Faridun” upon his lips
Both day and night. ...
He called the notables from every province
To firm the bases of his sovereignty,
And said to them: “Good, wise, illustrious men!
I have, as sages wot, an enemy
Concealed. ...
So sign me now a scroll to this effect:-
‘Our monarch soweth naught but seeds of good.’

Those upright men both young and old subscribed
Their names upon the Dragon’s document.
Just then was heard outside the palace-gate
The voice of one that clamoured for redress.
They called him in before the Shah and set him
Among the paladins. Zahhak in dudgeon
Said: “Tell us who hath wronged thee.”

Then the man

Smote on his head before the Shah and cried:-—
“O Shah! my name is Kawa and I sue
For justice. ...
A smith am I, an inoffensive man,
Upon whose head the Shah is pouring fire,
And thou art he, and, though of dragon-form,
Must still do justice in this cause of mine.
Since thou dost rule the seven provinces

Why .should the toil and harship all be ours?
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That this my son hath perished in his turn
With all the rest to feed those snakes of thine,”
The monarch listened and was sore amazed.
They set the young man free and strove to win
The father by fair words, but when Zahhak
Bade him subscribe the scroll he read it through
And shouted to the ancients of the realm:—
“Confederates of the Div with impious hearts!
Ye set your faces hellward and have yielded
To that man’s bidding. I will not subscribe,
Or ever give the Shah another thought.”
He shouted, rose in fury, rent the scroll
And trampled it; then with his noble son
In front of him went raving to the street.
When Kawa left the presence of the Shah,
A crowd assembled in the market-place.
And still he shouted, crying out for aid
And urging all to stand upon their rights.
He took a leathern apron, such as smiths
Wear to protect their legs while at the forge,
Stuck it upon a spear’s point and forthwith
Throughout the market dust began to rise.
He passed along with spear in hand exclaiming:—
“Ye men of name! Ye worshippers of God!
Whoe’er would ’scape the fetters of Zahhak

Let him resort with me to Faridun.
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He took the lead, and many valiant men

Resorted to him:; he rebelled and went

To Faridun. When he arrived shouts rose.

He entered the new prince’s court, who marked

The apron on the spear and hailed the omen.

He decked the apron with broacade of Ru/m

Of jewelled patterns on a golden ground,

... And hauing draped it

With yellow, red, and violet, he named it

The Kawian flag. Thenceforth when any Shah

Acceded to the throne, and donned the crown,

He hung the worthless apron of the smith

With still more jewels, sumptuous brocade,

And painted silk of Chi;1. It thus fell out

That Kawa's standard grew to be a sun

Amid the gloom of night, and cheered all hearts.
Time passed and still the world maintained its secret.

Then Far;d&n gat ready with despatch

And secrecy. He had two brothers, both

Of noble birth and older than himselyf,

Hight Kaianish and prosperous Purmc;ya.

He said to them: *‘ Live, gallant hearts! in joy.

Revolving heaven bringeth naught but good;

The crown of power is coming back to us.
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Provide me cunning smiths and let them make me
A massive mace.”
They sought the smiths’ bazar

In haste, whence all the aspiring .craftsmen went
To Faridun, who taking compasses
Showed to the smiths the pattern, tracing it
Upon the ground. It had a buffalo’s head.
Then took the work in hand, and having wrought
A massive mace they bore it to the hero.
It shone as brightly as the noonday sun.
With head raised o’er the sun he girt his loins
For vengeance for his father, and set forth
Upon the day Khurdad right joyfully
With favouring stars and splendid auguries.

When they approached the city that they sought,
And Faridin beheld it a mile off,
He saw a pile whose building towered o’er Saturn.

He entered riding—

An inexperienced but valiant youth,
Laid low the sorcerers within the palace—
All fierce and notable divs — and set himself
Upon the enchanter’s throne. ...
Then from the women’s bower he brought two Idols
Sun-faced, dark-eyed; he had them bathed, he purged
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The darkness of their minds by teaching them
The way of God and made them wholly clean.
Then while the tears from their bright eyes bedewed
Their rosy cheeks those sisters of Jamshid
Said thus to Fari/du’n: “Mayst thou be young
Till earth is old!” ...
Zahhak while absent left in charge of all
A man of wealth, who served him like a slave,
So that his master marvelled at his zeal,
One named Kundrav, because he used to limp
Before the unjust king. He came in haste
And saw within the hall a stranger crowned,
And on a swift steed sought Zahhak. Arrived
He told the things that he had seen and heard: —
“... Three men of noble mien arrived
With troops; the youngest of the three,
... Hath precedence.”
Zahhak replied : —
“Tis well, guests should enjoy themselves.”
Kundrav
Retorted: “One that hath an ox-head mace!
If this great man be any guest of thine

What business hath he in thy women’s bower?
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He sitteth with the sisters of Jamshid
The worldlord, taking counsel. ...”

Zahhak, wolf-savage, wished that he were dead.
And bade his keen-eyed roadsters to be saddled.
Now as he neared the city by a byway
With valiant divs and warriors, and saw
His palace-roofs and gate he vowed revenge.

The troops of Faridun received the tidings
And flocked to meet him. ...
... The Citizens

Such as were warlike, manned the roofs and gates
For Faridun; Zahhak had maddened them.

... From the Fane of Fire
One shouted: “If some wild beast had been Shah,
We — young and old — had served him loyally,
But not that foul Zahhak with dragon-shoulders.”

Anon Zahhak alone in jealous fear

Approached the palace. ...

His feet no sooner rested on the ground

Than Faridun rushed on him like the wind

And beat his helm in with the ox-head mace.

“Strike not,” cried blest Surush, who hurried thither,

“His time hath not yet come, but bind him vanquished
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Firm as a rock and bear him to some gorge.”
He took Zahhak, bound shamefully and Sflung
In wretched plight upon a camel's back.
He bore Zahhak as one that rideth post
And fettered him upon Mount Damawand.

... Thus was he left
To hang: his heart’s blood trickled to the ground.
When Faridin attained his wish, and reigned
Supreme on earth, he ordered crown and throne
According to the usance of old times
Within the palace of the king of kings;
And on the first of Mihr, a blesséd day,
Set on his head the royal diadem.
He bade men kindle bonfires and the people
Burned ambergris and saffron. ...
He dedicated not a single day
To evil in five centuries of sway.
Bedecked the world like Paradise, and raised
Instead of grass the cypress and the rose-tree.
Now fifty years had passed, and by good fortune
He had three noble sons fit for the crown,
Of royal birth. ...
And called Jandal, a noble counseller,

In everything devoted to his lord,
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And said: “Go round the world, select three maidens
Of noble lineage worthy of my sons,
In beauty fit to be affined to me
And named not by their sire for fear of talk,
Three sisters in full blood with fairy faces,
Unstained, of royal race. ..”

Having heard he undertook
The fair emprise. ...
He left Iran with certain of his friends
Then when he heard of any chief with daughters
He sought to learn about them privily,
Yet could not find among the wealthy thanes
One fit to be affined to Faridun.
This shrewd and holy man at length reached Sarv—
The monarch of Yaman. ...
Jandal said: “May every joy be thine,
And ever far from thee the hand of ill.
I come as some poor heathen to convey
A message from Iran. Great Faridun
Saluteth thee by me. Thou ask’st my business:
I answer. ...
And I have news (whereon I send in haste)
By means of mine informants that thou hast
Among the ladies that are in thy bower,
O honour-loving king! three maiden daughters.
Three virtuous maids with three aspiring princes,
Fit joined to fit, no room for scandal there

Such is his message; think of thy reply.”
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The monarch of Yaman drooped like the jasmine
When out of water. ...
At length he called the Shah’s ambassador
And spake to him at large in gracious words -
“I am the servant of thy lord; in all
That he commandeth me will I obey.
... And my three children,
If so he will, shall cease to be my kin;
But when shall I behold those princely sons
Who are the lustre of thy crown and throne?
Then I will give to them my three bright Eyes
According to our customs. ...”
Jandal, the sweet-voiced speaker

On hearing kissed the throne with reverence,
Then uttering praises hied him to his lord,
To whom he told what he had said and heard.
The monarch bade his sons attend, he spake
About the mission of Jandal, and said . —
“The monarch of Yaman is king of peoples,
Sarv is a cypress throwing lengthy shadows.
He hath three daughters pearls as yet unpierced—
who are his crown, for he hath not a son.
These I demanded of their sire for you
And took such order as becometh us.
Your duty now will be to go to him,
But be discreet in all things small and great.”

... They left his presence
Fulfilled with wisdom and with artifice.

They summoned archimages and made ready.
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As those three noble princes reached Yaman
Both men and women met them on their way,
Bestrewing saffron mixed with precious jewels
And mingling musk with wine. ...
He gave an audience; all the chiefs attended.
And brought too and committed to their lords
Three maids sun-cheeked, like garths of Paradise
(No archimage ere planted pines like them),
They were three new Moons and three warrior-kings.
Thus did the youths set out upon their way
To Faridun with hearts alert and gay.
These secrets known, the Shah divided earth
And made three realms: he joined Rum with the West.
Turdn with Chin, Arabia with Iran.
He first took thought for Salm and gave him Rum
And all the West. ...
Next Faridun assigned Turan to Tur
To rule the Turkmans and the land of Chin.
fraj
Came last, the sire selected all Iran
For him. ...
Much time rolled on, while fate reserved its secrets,
Till wise Shah Faridin was worn with age
And strewed with dust the Garden of his Spring.
... Salm changed in heart and mind, ... for he much misliked
His sire’s apportionment, which gave fraj

The throne of gold. In rancour and with frowns
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He hurried off a camel-post, an envoy,
To give this message to the king of Chin:__
“Live ever glad and happy! Know, great king
Shall both of us continue thus aggrieved
By that injustice which our father did?
The youngest hath Iran; I cannot brook
This settlement; thy father must be mad.”
The message filled Tur’s. brainless head with wind,
And savage as a lion he replied:—
“Heed well my words and tell them to thy lord: —
‘It was when we were youths. O most just king!
That we were cheated by our father thus.” ”
This brother came from Chin and that from Rum,
And, poison being mixed with honey thus,
They chose a priest, a shrewd, bright, heedful man
And plausible, and then excluding strangers
Concerted plans. ...
And thus addressed the envoy: “‘Hence away,
In spite of dust and tempest, swift as wind
To Faridin and heed not aught beside.
On reaching him greet him in both our names
And say: ‘In heaven and earth the fear of God
Should equally prevail. ...
Yet didst thou choose to act in mere caprice,
Not heeding His commands, and to entreat
Thy sons with scath and fraud instead of Justice;

For thou hadst three, wise, brave, and youths no longer,
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And though no excellence appeared in one
So that the others should bow down to him,
Yet one thou blastedst with a dragon’s breath,
Another’s head thou raisedst to the clouds:
While we who are as good as he by birth
Are deemed unworthy of the royal throne.
If then his worthless head shall be discrowned,
Earth rescued from his sway, and thou wilt give him
Some corner of the world where he may sit
Like us in anguish and oblivion-well:
Else will we bring the Turkman cavaliers
And eager warriors of Rum and Chin-
An army of the wielders of the mace-
In vengeance on Iran and on fraj.’ ”

The priest at this harsh message kissed the ground,
Then turned. ...
When he approached the court of Faridun
And marked the cloud-capt buildings from afar,
“It must be heaven, “’he thought,” and not a court:
The troops around it are a fairy host!”

The wary watchman went and told the Shah -
“A man of noble mien and high estate
Hath come as envoy to the Shah.”

He bade
His servants raise the curtain and bring in
The envoy, when dismounted, to the court.
He said: ”Noble Shah!

May none behold the world without thee! ...
The message that I bring to thee is harsh
And sent in anger by no fault of mine.”

The Shah commanded him to speak and heard.
When he had heard, the Shah’s brain seethed with anger.
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“O man of prudence!” thus he made reply,

“Thus needest no excuse. ...

Tell mine unholy and abandoned sons-

This pair of Ahrimans with dregs of brains:-

By throne, by corwn, by Venus and the moon,

I never cast an evil look upon you.

But your lusts sit where reason should be throned.

Why are ye thus confederate with the Div?

But whoso selleth brother for the dust

Men rightly say that he was bastard-born.

The world hath seen and will see men like you

In plenty; but it cottoneth to none.’”

The envoy hearing kissed the ground and went.
The envoy being gone the Shah resumed

His seat, then called his noble son fraj

And told both what had chanced and what might be.

The good fraj

Gazed on that loving Shah, his glorious sire,

And said: “My lord! consider how time passeth

Like wind above us. Why should wise men fret?

I want not crown and throne. I will approach

My brothers in all haste and unattended.

... I will convert their vengeful hearts:

What better vengeance can I take than that?”

The Shah replied: “Thy brethren, my wise son!

Are set on fight while thou wouldst have a feast.
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... Yet, if such be thy resolve,
Take order for thy going and set forth.”
The great Shah wrote a letter to the lord
Of all the West and to the king of Chin,
Wherein he said: “This letter of good counsel
Is for two Suns at their meridian.
My wish is, after all my weary toils,
That my three sons should dwell in peace and love.
The brother as to whom your hearts are sore
(Though none hath felt a chilling breath from his)
Doth come in haste because of your chagrin,
And of his eagerness to see you both.
Now since he is the youngest of the three
He hath a right to love and tenderness.”
They sealed

The letter with the signet of the Shah.
Iraj set forth with such attendants only,
Both young and old, as were imperative,
And Salm and Tur, when he was drawing nigh,
Unwitting of their dark design, led forth
The troops to meet him as their custom was.
Two hearts were full of vengeance, one was calm:
Thus all three brothers sought their royal tents.

The troops saw, as they looked upon fraj,
That he was worthy of the throne and crown,
And could not rest because the love of him
Possessed their hearts e’en as his face their eyes;
And when, dispersing, mate went off with mate,

Their talk in private was about fraj.
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They went with him inside the tent. The talk
Ran on the why and wherefore of his coming.
Tur said to him: “Since thou art youngest born
Why shouldst thou take the crown of power? Must thou
Possess the throne of princes and Iran
While I am bondslave at the Turkman’s gate?
Thine eldest brother chafeth in the West
While thou art crowned and walkest over treasure,”
iraj made answer in a holier strain:-
“O mighty chieftain, lover of renown!
Seek peace if thou wouldst have thy heart at ease.
I do not want I’ra'n, the West, or Chih,
The kingship or the broad expanse of earth.
When majesty produceth naught but strife
One needs must weep o’er such supremacy.
... There is no feud between us,
No heart need ache through me. I will not have
The world against your will, and though I dwell
Far from your ken. ...
Tur heard the words and little heeded them,
But, angry that fraj should speak and caring
No jot for peace, ...
And then advancing suddenly, and grasping
The massive seat of gold, he smote Irdj,
Who pleaded for his life: “Hast thou no fear
Of God, nor any reverence for thy sire?
Is this indeed thy purpose? Slay me not,
For in the end my blood will be required.
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Why gird thy loins to take a brother’s life?
Why set on fire our aged father's heart?
Wouldst have the world? Thou hast it. Shed not blood:
Provoke not God, the Ruler of the world.”
Tur heard him speak but answered not a word,;
His heart was full, his head was vapouring,
He drew a dagger from his boot, he robed
Iraj in blood. ...

... The lofty Cypress
Fell, the imperial girdlestead was broken,

Tur with his dagger cut the prince’s head
From the elephantine form and all was over.
They filled the head with musk and ambergris
And sent it to the aged world-divider.
And those two miscreants went their way in spleen.,
One unto Rum, the other unto Chin.
The eyes of Faridun were on the road,
Both host and crown were longing for the prince;
But when the time arrived for his return
How did the tidings reach his father first?
. While the Shah and troops
Were busied thus a cloud of dust appeared,
And from its midst a dromedary ridden
By one in grief who uttered bitter cries;
He bore a golden casket, ...
And taking out the painted silk beheld
Within the severed head of prince Iraj.
Down from his steed fell Faridun, the troops
All rent their clothes, their looks were black, their eyes
Blanched with their horror, for the spectacle

Was other far than that they hoped to see.

86






o s,
U{‘M{UUULC/

C A e 7
J:JMJ/L{JJ’{

. S yd
o’/»a'-ﬁ/’/{,-/Jb:/'f/
-/
Y u/u’b/
Jrsal r/: /P .-./‘J

) / N -
sl a4l --/J

au/’/é/@{’du:{:

* i * /
dp? | ab TR

s . A
.L'a/”/'l;/f._'J ~ 112

. /
Y J’ sl ~ o7

e v 7w ; /
"/-J/o‘/,a//-/"f

s /, .. -
‘f/ ey sl
d V 34

/V‘@,;’;d)/‘fydy/i
o o 7

< -
A4l AT 515 4

al)’/} -"a.}//ﬂ,.'_/.'«;;/

AA

S S s
U'/!‘/UUJ/}‘/’,M,:/)
m!/u’//.:-/og
y— ub ,H-/nl/

»”

uw/u-//ﬂ-//
</ }/>J’z-f,{l¢’ﬁ/('

/
o&-/! 5;"‘”

s /A{ ._‘/"//’:J/A/?
e ° /
W=7y
.:}rm_.,//;'/a{f/
Mu};ﬁéju,"‘;}ﬁ:/
,b,b,o’u,’/ .ﬂ%—/i’
u-/’u/ ,v"/ d u’

u’/r%u-//)u///?
_ac-/‘//,/,/w

o b L.'/"/:’d’;//'//d/
f L



Their banners rent, their kettledrums reversed,
The warriors’ cheeks like ebony, the tymbals
And faces of the elephants all blackened,

The prince’s Arabs splashed with indigo.

Both Shah and warriors fared alike on foot,
Their heads all dust. ...

While men and women gathered into. crowds

In every province, weeping and heart-broken.
How many days they sat in their distress!

A while passed and the Shah went in to view
fraj’s bower. ...

He saw a slave of lovely countenance,

Whose name was Mah Afarid. Iraj had loved her,
And fate decreed that she should bear him fruit,
Which gave him hope of vengeance for his son,
But when her time was come she bore a daughter,
And all the folk began to cherish her

As she increased in stature and in charms.
When she was old enough to wed — a Pleiad
In countenance with hair as black as pitch —
Her grandsire chose Pashang to be her spouse:
And in this way no little time passed on.

... That virtuous dame

Brought forth a son fit for the crown and throne.
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The world-divider's lips were full of smiles;
Thou wouldst have said: “*His own Iraj doth live.”
He brought bright wine and splendid cups and called
That babe of open visage Minuchihr.
Years passed, no ill befell him from the stars.
His grandsire gave to him a golden throne,
A princely turquoise crown, a massive mace.
He summoned all his paladins and nobles,
Who came intent on vengeance for i)‘aj,
And offered homage, showering emeralds
Upon his crown. ...
When those two miscreants Salm and Tur had heard :-
“The throne of king of kings is bright again,”
They feared their star would sink and sat together
In anxious thought; those wretches’ day was darkened
And they resolved to send to ask forgiveness.
They chose a man persuasive, wise, and modest.
... The kings
Gave him this embassy to Faridun,
Invoking first of all the name of God:-
“May valiant Faridun for ever live
On whom God hath bestowed the royal Grace!
Know that two ill-disposed and lawless men,
Whose eyes are wet with shame before their sire,
Repentant, seared at heart, and much to blame,

Now seek how best they may excuse themselves.
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Now, if the great king's head no longer harboureth
Revenge on us, our good faith shall be evident.
Lret him send Minuchihr and, as an escort,
A mighty army to his suppliants,
With this intent that we may stand as slaves
Before him dutifully; thus our tears
May wash the tree that springeth of revenge.”
The Shah, when he had heard the message sent
By his two wicked sons, said to the envoy:-
“Canst thou conceal the sun?’ ...
Tell those two shameless and unholy men,
Unrighteous, ill-affectioned, and impure :-
If thus your love for Minuchihr hath grown
Where is the body of his famous sire-Iraj? ...
Ye shall not see his face but with an army
And with a casque of steel upon his head.”
And bade prince Minuchihr to pass the frontier
Toward the desert. ... Men bore the news in haste
To Tur and Salm: “The Iranians armed for fight
Are marching toward the desert from the forest,
Their livers’ blood afoam upon their lips.”

That pair of murderers with a huge array
Set forth intent on vengeance. ...

Now when day broke,

Upheaving night's mid gloom, ...
The soldiers shouted lifting to the clouds
Their spears. ... The earth resembled.
A ship upon the waves and thou hadst said :-
“It sinketh fast!” ...
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The troops moved mountain-like and both hosts shouted.
Anon the plain ran blood: thou wouldst have said
That tulips sprang up. ...
They fought till night, till Minuchihr, who won
The love of all, obtained the victory.

The hearts of Tur and Salm were deeply moved
By grief. They listened for a night-surprise,
They said: “‘Let us attempt a night-attack
And fill the desert and the plain with blood.”
... The Iranian scouts
Gat news thereof, and sped to Minuchihr.
That shrewd man heard and planned a counter-ruse.
He left Karan the host and led himself
An ambuscade with thirty thousand warriors,
All men of name. Tur came at night and brought
One hundred thousand men prepared for fight,
But saw that battle was his sole resource.
A shout rose from the centres of the hosts.
... Minuchihr
Sprang from his ambush and surrounded Tur,
Who wheeled and fled mid wailings of despair
From his own troops. Prince Minuchihr pursued,

Hot for revenge. ...
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He hurled a dart
Against Tur's back, whose sword fell from his grasp.
Then Minuchihr like wind unseated him,
Cast him to earth, slew him, cut off his head,
And left the body for the beasts of prey,
News of the fight and of that Moon’s eclipse
Reached Salm. ...
... The Irdnian host,

Though clogged by killed and wounded on the plain,
Pursued apace, while Minuchihr, all wrath
And vengeance, ...
And hard upon the king of Rum he cried :-
“Thou who art guilty of the blackest crime,
Who murderedst thy brother for his crown!
Hast thou obtained it? Whither wilt thou flee?
I bring thee now, O king! a crown and throne:
The royal Tree hath come to bearing fruit,
The tree which thou hast planted beareth now,
And thy breast shall receive the produce of it;
If thorns, the tree was planted by thyself,
If painted silk, the weaving was thine own.”

As thus he spake he urged his steed along
And in another moment overtook
And clave the king asunder from the neck,

Then bade the head be set upon a spear,
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Salm’s troops were scattered like a flock by snow
And wandered aimlessly in companies
Amid the wastes, the caverns, and the hills.
Then all the troops of Chin
Fell prostrate. ...
While Minuchihr the chieftain graciously
Entreated each one as his rank might be.
He bade the drummers and the pipers fare
Forth from the royal tent, and from that hold
In Chin marched inland back to Faridun.
Now as that prince approached the toyal host
His grandsire went afoot to welcome him,
That youthful prince, that sapling just producing
Its earliest fruits, dismounted from his steed.
He kissed the ground and blessed the monarch’s throne,
His diadem and crown and signet-ring,
But Faridun commanded him to mount,
Kissed him and grasped his hand.
He gave directions, ... for Minuchihr to sit
Helmed on the throne of gold, with his own hands
Crowned the young prince, and gave his last commands.
This done, the great king’s day and fortune changed,
The leafage withered on the royal tree.
Though Faridun is gone there is his name
Still left through all the years that have passed by,
Then Minuchihr put off the royal crown,
He girt a blood-stained girdle round his loins,
And reared a charnel as the Shahs were wont

Of ruddy gold and lapislazuli.
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They ... Visited

The dead to say farewell, as was the use
And ritual, then shut the charnel-door:

In such ill case that dear one left the world!
They mourned for Faridun for seven days,
Upon the eighth Shah Minuchihr came forth
And set the royal cap upon his head,

. The paladins

Throughout the world called praises down on him.
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hooinnaer 1 the middle or at the end of lines, have been

£543) a(,ed by dots.

It wiil be noticed that while the number of couplets in the
Persian is the same on each page, the number of lines in the
English version varies. This, to quote from the translators’
introduction, is because “sometimes a whole couplet in the
original is best expressed by a single line in the translation;
sometimes a line and half, two lines or more in the translation
go to the couplet in the original. The average may be roughly
stated as three English lines to two Persian couplets (*)”.

Except for very occasional changes of a noun for a
pronoun and vice versa and the substitution of a verb or two
where the clarity of meaning dictated, the translators’ exact
wording has been used.

Where necessary, and not infrequently, the punctuation
in the English translation has been revised to satisfy the
requirement of the abridged version presented here. This
has been carried out to the best possible judgment.

It is hoped that the illustration depicting the main event
on each page will heighten the readers’ interest.

Appreciative thanks are due to Messrs. Routledge and
Kegan Paul Ltd. for their permission to use this translation.

We hope that this book will give as much pleasure to its
readers as it has to the editors.

(*) Ibid,, 1, 78.

Note:

In the main text the numbering and sequence of the
English pages follow Persian original, so that the translatlon
faces the relevent illustration.



PREFACE

The poem presented in this book is an abridged version
of a story to be found in Shahnama (Book of Kings) — one
of the great epic poems of Iran and indeed the world. Shah-
nama with its 60,000 rhyming couplets, sums up Firdausi’s
35 years of prolific perseverance in bringing back to life
Iran’s most noble and inspiring heroes.

This book deals with the legendary kings and heroes who
laid the foundation of civilization at the dawn of the Iranian
history. It covers the reigns of six kings beginning with
Gaiumart and ending with Faridun whose reign marks the
liberation of the country from the evil domination of Zahhak
Faridun’s life is very comprehensively covered in both the
original and this abridged version, and therefore forms the
title of this book.

The selection of the Persian couplets was carried out
under the direction of Ibrahim Pur Davud, Professor
Emeritus of Avestan and Old Persian Languages and Ancient
Iranian Culture at the University of Tehran, who has also
written a comprehensive and scholarly introduction to the
Persian edition.

In this version the main events, the sequence and the
spirit of the story are meticulously maintained; only long
descriptive passages, containing elaborate details and referr-
ing to comparatively minor events have been omitted.

The English verse translation has been taken from Arthur
and Edmond Warner’s rendering of Shahnama (*), the first
complete translation into English of this voluminous work
which took the translators 20 years. In choosing the equi-
valent English lines care has been taken to see that the
English and Persian texts correspond as precisely as possible.
This has very often necessitated a break in the English lines
and the omission of superfluous words. These, whether at the

(*) The Shahnama of Firdausi, tr. Arthur George Warner & Edmond Warner 1, 118-237.
London: Kegan Paul, Trench, Trubner & Co., 1905.



FOREWORD

As a contribution to the celebrations which marked the
twenty fifth anniversary of the accession to the throne of
Iran by His Imperial Majesty Mohammad Reza Pahlavi,
Shahanshah Aryamehr, the Public Relations Division
of the Iranian Oil Operatmg Compames published an
illustrated edition of *‘Bizhan and Manizha” an episode
taken from Firdausi’s famous **Shihnama.”

In an age increasingly dominated by speed and technology,
life offers less leisure, and so, for most people, the opportuni-
ty to find time to read the full texts of many classical works
is greatly diminished. To issue abridged and simplified
versions of the rich and valuable books to be found in Farsi
literature, in a style which will appeal to the general reader,
is a cause which certainly deserves unstinted support. To
help in achieving this goal, it was decided to make a selection
from the **Shahnama” of Firdausi — recognized throughout
the world as a work of outstanding literary merit — which
illustrates so vividly the glory of the ancient Iranian Empire.

The first volume brought generous praise from all corners
of the country, and encouraged by its enthusiastic reception
we now follow “Bizhan and Manizha” with another of
Firdausi’s epics, the story of * Faridun”.

It is hoped that this new volume, which has been prepared
under the direct supervision of Professor Pur Davud, will
also be favourably received by my compatriots in general,
and admirers of Iranian culture and literature in particular.

MAHMOOD POOZESHI
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A translation of the letter received
from General Yazdanpanah, Head
Supreme Council for the Coronation

THE IMPERIAL COURT

THE SUPREME COUNCIL FOR THE CORONATION

Engineer Mahmood Poozeshi

The illustrated Story of Faridun. a selection from
Firdausi’s immortal masterpiecc. Shahnama, which follows
the book of Bizhan and Manizha, published on the occasion
of the 25th year of the reign of His Imperial Majesty
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi Aryamehr Shahanshah of Iran,
has been studied.

Supreme Council for the Coronation is very happy to
note that the publishing of this book which coincides with
the auspicious coronation ceremonies represents an out-
standing souvenir, worthy of this historic occasion, for the
youth of the country.

We wish further success to the Public Relations Division
of the Iranian Oil Operating Companies in the continuation
of such cultural and civic services to the country.

Head, the Supreme Council for the Coronation

(Sgd.) General Yazdanpanah



IN COMMEMORATION OF THE
AUSPICIOUS CORONATION

OF

HIS IMPERIAL MAJESTY MOHAMMAD REZA
PAHLAVI, ARYAMEHR, SHAHANSHAH OF IRAN

AND

HER IMPERIAL MAJESTY EMPRESS
FARAH PAHLAVI, SHAHBANOU OF IRAN

October, 1967








